
The 2020 National Women’s History Month theme is “Valiant Women of the Vote.” 
The theme honors “the brave women who fought to win suffrage rights for women, and 

for the women who continue to fight for the voting rights of others.”
In honor of Women’s History Month 2020

Warren Publishing Group Senior Advocacy Alliance 
honors and celebrates four outstanding women in the community. 
JANNY CASTILLO, WENDY PETERSON, SYLVIA STADMIRE 

AND REV. DR. MARTHA C. TAYLOR

Since 2003, Ms. Castillo has been the Coordinator for St. Mary’s Center Hope and Justice 
program which trains seniors to advocate for policy changes that directly impact their lives. 
They engage in social justice activities that protect the civil rights and economic benefits 
for extremely low-income seniors, including those that live outside. She is a leader and 
spokesperson in curtailing the homeless crisis in the Bay Area.

Janny Castillo

Since 2002, Ms. Peterson has directed the Senior Services Coalition of Alameda County,  
a coalition of nonprofit and public organizations that provide health care and supportive 
services to over 79,000 seniors throughout the county. The Coalition and its members  
advocate for policy changes that improve the lives of vulnerable older adults. She spends a 
great deal of time in Sacramento lobbying for continuous equity for seniors in various  
categories including budget fairness for senior programs.

Wendy Peterson

Since 1981, Ms. Stadmire has been a California Senior Legislature where proposals such as 
Elder Abuse have been authored and picked up by California legislators and charted into law. 
Past Chairperson, Oakland, Commission on Aging, The Patch blog calls Sylvia a “Volunteer 
Extra-Ordinaire” and she says she does it to benefit others. Sylvia counsels seniors in nursing 
homes as an Ombudsman, and has been commended for her work to improve paratransit and 
her work on the California Public Utilities Commission.

Sylvia Stadmire

Preaching, teaching, and writing, are a way of life for Dr. Taylor. She is currently, the official 
church historian for Allen Temple Baptist Church in Oakland where Rev. Dr. Jacqueline 
Thompson is the First Female Pastor in the churches 100 year anniversary where Dr. Taylor 
has been a long time member and the historian with the  Progressive National Baptist 
Convention, Inc., Her new book, “From Labor to Reward: Black Church Beginnings in San 
Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley, and Richmond,” 1849-1972 is an epic history book that tells the 
story of how early pioneer faced racism, and struggles in the Bay Area; through Gods power, 
built a strong religious community. She serves on numerous boards including the Oakland 
Police Chiefs advisory board, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and is active with Black Elected 
Officials and Faith Based Leaders of the East Bay.

Rev. Dr. Martha  C  . Taylor
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